7925 NW Oxbow Drive

Corvallis, OR 97330
November 10, 2008
Senator Frank Morse

900 Court St. NE, S-218

Salem, OR 97301

Dear Senator Morse:
A recent article published in the October 27, 2008, issue of the Oregonian entitled “Personal Finance Urged for Oregon Schools” references an issue that has been in the heart and mind of business educators throughout Oregon, as well as our nation, for many years.  In the 1990s when tight budgets for education became customary and the push for more academic rigor in math and science became a reality, Career and Technical programs, including business education classes, were the first to be cut.  This article underscores the magnitude of the crises that is occurring in our youth and adults of today who do not have much, if any, understanding of basic financial literacy.  As we know, this lack of fundamental understanding of the consequences of unwise financial decisions manifests itself long after our students have completed high school.  
As president of the Oregon Business Education Association (OBEA), which represents secondary and post-secondary business teachers in Oregon, I want to encourage you to support the legislation that would bring Personal Finance back as a required course for all high school students.  Secondly, we recommend that business teachers are the teachers who should be endorsed to teach these classes.  Business teachers have a strong fundamental background in business theory and application and have the support of OBEA and the National Business Education Association (NBEA), both of which provide teaching materials, up-to-date curriculum, and relevant teaching methods in this subject area.
If you have any questions or need further information about the importance of reinstituting the personal finance requirement or the readiness of business teachers to accept this responsibility for teaching our youth about personal financial literacy, please let me know.  OBEA stands ready to support the business educators whose talents and energies would bring life and vitality to this important subject.  I can be reached at malammers@comcast.net or call 541-917-4286.  Thank you for your support for and consideration of this very important educational decision.
Sincerely,

Mary Ann Lammers

OBEA President

NBEA Past-President

