MINUTES
OBEA Council Meeting

April 25, 2009
Marriott  on Broadway Hotel
Portland, OR

President, Mary Ann Lammers, called the meeting to order at 9 a.m.  

Introductions:  No new attendees to introduce.
Members Present:  Christy Ekroth, Bonnie Grote, Krista Hartman, Mary Ann Lammers, Twila Lehman, Darlene Marquardt, Joyce Moreira, Michael Morrell, Sue Van Meter, Doug Veysey.
Members Absent:  Ron Dodge, Casey Farm, Ann Gerig, Trina Lee, Nancy Noe, Linda Owen-Cooper, Andrea Pace, Patti Sessions, Adriann Spencer, Jessica Voas.
Agenda:  The agenda was approved as submitted.

Minutes:  The minutes of the last Council meeting were approved as submitted.

Correspondence:  No correspondence was received.
President’s Report:  Mary Ann started by offering to write letters of appreciation to the administrations of the school for each of those serving on the board.  The main push from NBEA is increasing membership.  Mary Ann expressed concern over how we can best serve loyal members.  Mary Ann also asked if older members would be willing to connect with new business teachers.  Everyone agreed that this would be a great idea.  Michael Morrell suggested that we connect with TSPC to send a congratulations letter to all newly certified business teachers.  Mary Ann finished by stating that she is going to try to meet with Ron Dodge to see about getting our conferences available for teachers to use Perkins funding.
President-elect’s Report:  Christy reported that she attended President-elect meetings at both WBEA and NBEA.  She reiterated the need to connect with new business teachers.
Secretary’s Report:  Michael Morrell mentioned that PDU certificates are available to anyone who needs them.
Treasurer’s Report:  No Report.  Mary Ann passed out reimbursement forms.
Membership Director’s Report:  No Report.  A motion was made by Christy Ekroth and seconded by Doug Veysey not to send out letters to all teachers in Oregon  this spring with registration forms and that we find other ways to increase membership.  Many agreed that it is not effective due to all the end-of-year activities and that it would be just as effective to send an e-mail.  Motion passed unanimously.
2009 Conference:  Christy asked if each board member would find something for door prizes.  She reported that the Thursday evening social will be a combination Karaoke and Guitar Hero with a taco bar.  Christy went on to review possible sessions and format.  She is going to work on a Broadway theme for the session titles.
2009 Elections:  Will need to elect a secretary and president-elect in October.  Darlene was appointed as secretary to finish Michael Morrell’s term.  All appointed positions have agreed to stay on for the next year.
2009 Awards:  Twila passed out nomination forms for next year.  It was decided that anyone nominated for more than one award would have the option of submitting separate packets of information for both awards.
2010 Conference:  Michael Morrell presented possible conference locations and proposals.  Sue Van Meter motioned and Christy Ekroth seconded to accept the proposal from 3 Rivers Casino in Florence as the location of the 2010 conference.  Motion passed unanimously.
Correspondent 1:  Krista Hartman reported that many schools are in serious financial trouble and budgets are being cut.   
Correspondent 2:  No Report
Correspondent 3:  Bonnie Grote provided a written report about schools in Central Oregon.
Correspondent 4:  Darlene shared a report on several schools in Eastern Oregon.

Community College:  Mary Ann Lammers spoke briefly about changes that are taking effect at Linn-Benton Community College.
Higher Education/Scholarship:  The Lammers Scholarship funds were not used this year due to travel restrictions placed on the receiver.  Mary Ann expressed her hopes that someone would be able to use it this next year.
Retired Representative:  Joyce shared a written report on a proposal for a program similar to C-BEARS in California.  This will be further discussed at summer planning.  A bylaws amendment was proposed and will also be discussed during summer planning.
WBEA/NBEA/ISBE:  Mary Ann provided a written report with the locations and dates for next year’s conferences.
Historian:  Doug Vesey presented some information on the 2009 WBEA conference and also passed around the OBEA scrapbook.
Legislative:  The future Perkins requirements were briefly discussed.
Newsletter:  Sue Van Meter discussed items to include in the newsletter.  The newsletter will be in electronic format on the Web site.
Web Coordinator:  Darlene reported that she registered OBEA with Twitter and that we already had 70 people signed up.
Unfinished Business:  No one was able to bring greetings from OBEA at the FBLA state conference, but we will try again in the future.  Mary Ann Lammers wanted to know if there is still some interest in having a membership brochure.  It was decided that we did and that Darlene would start working on it.  She will try to have a draft by summer planning.  Options for podcasting the conference sessions were discussed.  Podcasting may be an option, but more information was needed on equipment requirements. 
There being no further business, Mary Ann passed the gavel to Christy Ekroth.  Christy presented Mary Ann with a plaque honoring her year as 2008-09 president.  The meeting was adjourned at 12:45 p.m. 

Following the meeting, a brief tour of the Marriott was given by the concierge.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Michael Morrell
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